This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized 
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the 
information in books and make it universally accessible. 


Google books 


https://books.google.com 


OF 





gee eee ee EP ee 


hy 
Hy 3 
("ane 


. 











Digitized by Google 


— 


= Re ‘a 





neat? = 
=~ 


eS 


‘ft ape 


| WHAT HAPPENED TO TEN 
| «LITTLE JAPPY CHAPS 


THE STRANGE TALE OF TEN 
LITTLE NIGGER BOYS 


THE WONDERFUL HOUSE 
THAT JACK BUILT 


“i THE STRANGE ADVENTURES 
B OF BILLY RABBIT 


THE MARVELOUS 
STORY OF PUSS 
IN BOOTS 








Ky 





| 
‘iu 
;t 
i 


§ ; 











THE TALE OF FIVE LITTLE PIXIES 


£ 













THE STRANGE ADVENTURES OF 


IBTILILY RABBIT 


» dl 


oe 
NEU r_. pe, 
RANI aN 
SS a NNT 


NATIT ANN, 





PUBLISHED BY 


M. A. DONOHUE & CO. 


/ 


CHICAGO 








Copyright, 1908 
by 
M. A. DONOHUE & CO. 


. es * 


ail 2 THE STRANGE ADVENTURES OF BILLY RABBIT 


wv vv 


ty 
/ Mi Mi 





Billy was a pet rabbit who lived in a hutch at the bottom of a garden. He 
often wondered what the great world beyond the garden was like. One day to 
his joy he found that his little mistress had forgotten to close the door of his hutch. 


He slipped out and was, soon outside the garden and on the heath. He had 
not gone far, however, before he met Tib, the family cat. ‘Can I believe my 
eyes?” said Tib. “It is never Billy.” 





“It is,” said Billy. “I am going to see the world for myself.” 
“ You naughty rabbit,” said Tib. ‘ You should be in your hutch. You will 
be sorry when it is too late.” 


“‘ Nonsense,” cried Billy, going off gaily. Tib sat down sorrowfully and wondered 
if she would ever see her friend Billy again. 
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Billy enjoyed himself very much until night came on. Then he began to feel 
cold. He looked around to see if there was any nice warm place in which to 


pass the night. 


The first place that he found looked very comfortable. It was a badger’s hole, 
but Billy did not know this. 





Mr. Badger happened to be at home. Billy disturbed him and he woke up in 
a very bad temper. 


‘Get out of this,” he shouted to Billy. 


Poor Billy was terribly frightened and almost jumped out of his skin as he 
bolted away. 
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He was so frightened that he ran for a long time until he was out of breath. 
Then he found that he had come to a wood. He was so tired that he crept under 
some brambles and soon fell fast asleep. Here he was found in the morning by 
two pretty squirrels who were looking for nuts. 





“ What a handsome fellow,” said Mrs. Squirrel. ‘I wish he would come to 
our party.” 
“‘Y will wake him,” said Mr. Squirrel, “and we will see what he says.” 


Then he woke him. ‘Will you come to our party to-day?” he asked. ‘It is 
our little boy’s birthday. It will be very grand and everybody will be there.” 


«Thank you,” said Billy. ‘I should like to come very much.” 


“Very well,” they said. ‘* You must go straight on until you see some tiny 
trees in a tiny park. That is where we live.” 
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Billy thought that the little squirrels were very kind. Following their directions 
he soon came to the place they had mentioned. 

He was looking about him, when he was startled by a strange sound. Turning 
‘round he saw a mound of earth. From this to his astonishment a beetle came 
out, followed by a strange little figure. 





s¢Good morning,” said the little figure cheerfully. ‘Who are you? I am 
very short-sighted, you know.” 


“TI am Billy the rabbit, who are you?” replied Billy, for he had never seen 
a mole before. | 

‘I am Mr. Mole,” said the little figure. ‘‘ Where are you going?” he asked, 
for he was very inquisitive. 


“1 am going to the Squirrels’ party,” said Billy. 
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‘“‘QOh, you are too early,” said Mr. Mole. ‘‘Come with me to see my friend 
Mrs. Hedgehog. I am sure she would be glad to see you. Come along, Robert,” 
said Mr. Mole to the beetle, without waiting for Billy to answer. Robert led Mr. Mole. 
because he was too short-sighted to see for himself. 

When they reached Mrs. Hedgehog’s house, she was quite pleased to see Billy. 
She sent for a nice fresh lettuce for him to eat. They all sat down to breakfast. 
Robert waited by his master’s chair for any scraps that might be thrown to him. 

“ Billy is going to the Squirrels’ party,” said Mr. Mole. 

* Oh how nice,” said Mrs. Hedgehog. ‘ We can all go there together.” 





They had not gone far on the road when Billy saw some distance in front of 
them, the Bobtail family, who were his cousins. 


Leaving Mr. Mole and Mrs. Hedgehog he ran towards them eagerly. 
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The Bobtails were very rude to him and pretended they did not know him. 
‘Did you ever see such ears?” said Mrs. Bobtail. 
‘“‘ He calls us his cousins,” said Mr. Bobtail. ‘ What impudence! ” 


Then they made more rude remarks and laughed loudly at what they called 
his ridiculous ears. 








Walking away proudly they left Billy who was very much hurt, for he was 
very proud of his fine ears. 

Billy waited for Mr. Mole and Mrs. Hedgehog who were very sorry for him. 
They continued their way together until they arrived at the party. 
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_ As soon as they arrived Mrs. Squirrel saw Billy. He was at once made the 
guest of honour and introduced to all her friends. Everybody admired Billy, except 
the Bobtails, who, of course, were jealous of him. , 





During tea Billy sat in the seat of honour, next to Mrs. Squirrel. Everyone was 
very happy and merry. 
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Suddenly there was an alarm. 


“The Foxes! The Foxes!” exclaimed Mr. Bobtail in a terrible fright, 
for he saw two foxes rushing down on them. 

They all Hed in different directions, except Mrs. Hedgehog, who rolled herself 
up tightly, knowing that her prickly coat would protect her. The Squirrels flew to 
the trees, the frogs hopped wildly about, and the Bobtails ran hither and thither. 





«Robert, who also had seen the foxes eoming, guided his master and Billy to 
a safe hole at the foot of a tree while Mr. and Mrs. Fox were engaged in catching 
the Bobtails. a 
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There they lay trembling. After some time Mr. Mole, who had wonderful hearing 
to make up for his lack of sight, said :—‘*« 1 cannot hear anything now, Robert. Go 
out carefully and see if the foxes are gone.” Robert called back that all was safe, 
so Billy crept out, and Mr. Mole followed. 





Billy was so frightened that he begged Mr. Mole to guide him safely out of 
that terrible place. | 

“JT want to go home,” he said. ‘“I have seen enough of the world. Tib 
was quite right.” 

Kind Mr. Mole guided him to the edge of tho wood where he bade him farewell 
and even little Robert waved an adieu as Billy disappeared in the distance. 
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Billy wandered on and on until he began to despair of ever finding his way 
home. At last, worn out and exhausted he lay down. Here, to his great joy, 
Tib in her wanderings found him. | 

“Well, what do you think of the world now?” asked Tib. 

' 6 Qh, take me home,” said poor Billy. 
Billy was so tired that Tib put her arm round him and helped him homewards. 
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They arrived home safely. Billy’s little mistress rejoiced to see him again. 
for everyone had quite given him up for lest. 
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